Lesson 5

God Destroys An Evil Dreamer
Esther 3-7

A dream was defined in Lesson 1 as an idea that grows within you until you are
captivated by it. The idea grows so strong that all your actions are controlled by it. Your
dream becomes inseparable from who you are. But God, who is righteous and omnipotent,
remains in control despite the dreams of any individual.

Consider Haman, a powerful noble of the Medo-Persian empire, who was a man of high
aspirations. King Xerxes considered Haman a man worthy of authority and elevated him,
"giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles" (Esther 3:1). Even the
king's own signet ring had been given to Haman. The signet ring was the equivalent of
today's "power of attorney."

Royal officials at the king's gate bowed before Haman as he passed through the city of
Susa. Delighted with what he had accomplished for himself, Haman lived under a
delusion of grandeur. Power and prestige had become a disease that infected his ego.

Haman had reached the point where he believed he was worthy of worship. When he
discovered Mordecai would not bow before him, he could not be content merely to
eliminate Mordecai. Although Mordecai became his focal point, it was not Mordecai he
hated so much as it was Mordecai's "Jewishness."

Jews would not bow down before any God but one. Mordecai's upright body was a
symbol of his refusal to pay homage to any other than the one God. Haman realized that
any other Jew who bowed as he passed was only a coward, letting his body bend even as
his mind rejected Haman's worthiness.

Saturated with his own worth, Haman put himself above God and became the recipient of
his own idolatry. Destroying all Jews became the dream that permeated and controlled
Haman. His hatred for them became such an obsession that he went to King Xerxes and
obtained an edict for their destruction.

Haman, so overbalanced with hatred, must have been pushed near the brink of insanity
when King Xerxes ordered him to lead Mordecai through the streets as a hero. An evil
dream, kindled by hatred and fanned by the well wishes of friends, burned in his heart.

God was displeased with this dream. He had delivered the Jews into exile, but He had not
forgotten them. They were still His people, and He already had worked out their salvation.
By God's providence, Esther was already in place within the palace. Already Mordecai
had saved the king's life and had been recorded in the annals. Everything was in place.
God's people were saved, and the evil dreamer, Haman, went to the gallows.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

1

10.

. Read Esther 6:13, and determine why Zeresh was so sure of her words.

. Does King Xerxes show any symptoms of alcoholism?

. Define "providence." Show scriptural evidence of its existence.

. How did the book of Esther make it into the Bible without containing a single mention
of God?

. If Esther had remained silent, what would have happened to her? Would the story of
the Jews' deliverance still be in the Bible?

. Study fasting, and determine why Esther asked all the Jews to fast on her behalf.

. From Esther 5:11-12 make a list of reasons to think Haman might have had an ego
problem.

. Compare the significance of the lineage of Haman and Mordecai.

. What kind of marriage existed between Esther and Xerxes?

Do a study of the Jewish Feast of Esther or Purim. Is it still celebrated today? If so,
how?
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