Character Evaluation
1. What do Esther’s combined courage and careful planning tell us about
her?

2. What does her willingness to risk her life reveal about her trust in God?

Today I have learned
1.

2.
3.

Memory Verse

For God has said, “I will never leave you; I will never abandon you.” Let us
be bold then and say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What can
anyone do to me?” (Hebrews 13:5b-6)
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Introduction
What would you be willing to risk your life for?

Background: Esther was brought up in the home of her cousin, Mordecai.
As a young lady she was presented as a candidate to replace Queen Vashti
who had insulted the king by refusing his request to come to a banquet.
Esther pleased the king more than all the other candidates and as a result
King Xerxes made her queen. Because Jews were looked down on in this
area, Mordecai advised Esther to keep her nationality a secret.

Selected Reading Esther 3:1-15; 4:7-17; 7:1-10; 8:7-12; 9:1-5

Central Questions
1. Who was Haman? What was his reaction when he found out that
Mordecai refused to bow down to honor him? (Esther 3:1-2, 5)

2. Who were Mordecai’s people? Why did Haman want to kill all of
Mordecai’s race? (Esther 3:4b-6)

3. What request did Haman make of the king? Why do you think King
Xerxes accepted Haman'’s request so easily? (Esther 3:8-11)

4. What did Mordecai want Esther to do? What risk did Esther take by
visiting the king without being asked? (Esther 4:8, 11)

5. What warning did Mordecai give Esther if she refused to go? What could
be the reason she was made queen? (Esther 4:12-14)

6. What did Esther ask the Jews to do for her? Why? (Esther 4:15-16) __

7. How did King Xerxes respond to Esther and her request? (Esther 7:7-
10)

8. Though Haman was dead, what issues remain unresolved? (Esther 8:3-
6)

9. How were Esther and Mordecai able to turn the plot against the Jews
around? (Esther 8:7-12)

10. What happened on the day the decree was to be carried out? (Esther
9:1-5)

11. Do you see God’s plan at work in this situation? How?
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